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For his inaugural show in the UK, Tobias Keene presents Aurora, an exhibition of monumental 
and miniature paintings. Born in Stratford Upon Avon in 1963, Keene has returned to the UK to 
unveil this exhibition of new work after 25 years living in Los Angeles. The exhibition represents 
a collection of paintings inspired by his life in LA, by the light, experiences and subjects he has 
encountered. Aurora is presented by Robbi Chong, Amadea West and Flora Fairbairn. 
 
Keene’s work explores themes such as ceremony, beauty and reliquary inspired by his time 
living abroad, mixed up with memories of his childhood. Colours are vivid and explosive, and 
with his use of negative space he often creates an exploration of displacement, with long 
shadows signifying the passage of time. Many of his subjects conjure up an overriding feeling of 
subconscious childhood memories blurred with ambiguous unknown futures. The exhibition 
includes large-scale and miniature oil paintings.  
 
Tobias Keene is a third-generation artist. His father was the renowned painter Arthur Keene and 
his grandfather was a WWII artist who painted under the name of Van Art. Tobias studied under 
both his father and grandfather, providing him with a repertoire that is traditional in training but 
imbued with mystical memories and the vibrant colours of Los Angeles.  
 
His work has appeared in numerous solo and group exhibitions, in both the Los Angeles and 
New York galleries of Earl McGrath as well the Museum of Contemporary Art (MOCA) in Los 
Angeles and Christies in Beverly Hills. In 2013 the Trout Museum of Art in Wisconsin, USA held a 
major retrospective of Keene’s paintings, along with those of his father and his grandfather.  
Collectors who have acquired his paintings include Wallis Annenberg, Robert Downey Jr, Tobey 
Maguire, Tommy Chong, Bill Wyman, Viscount Althorp, Ahmet and Mica Ertegun and Brett and 
Carol Cheng-Mayer, amongst others. 

 

 

	
Tobias Keene with one of his works in progress 



Notes to Editors 
 
About Robbi Chong 
 

As a teenager, Robbi was recruited by her director/comedian father Tommy Chong to play a 
role in the cult classic, The Corsican Brothers shot on location in Paris, France. Robbi stayed in 
Paris where she built up her modelling, theatre and film career. Upon returning to her 
hometown of Los Angeles she was cast in a starring role in the long running Showtime TV series 
Poltergeist, The Legacy. Robbi met Keene in the early 1990’s and has been producing 
numerous exhibitions around the world for him ever since. 
 
About Amadea West 
 

Amadea West is a producer and co-founder of a successful US-based clothing line, with a 
background in TV commercials and music videos.  Born in the UK, she lived in Los Angeles for 
20 years, where she got to know Tobias Keene and Robbi Chong. During that time she 
collaborated with Robbi Chong on a film script for a screenplay and became a long-term 
admirer of Tobias’s work. Having recently moved back to the UK she came up with the idea of 
showcasing his paintings in the Cotswolds, where she is now living.  
 
About Flora Fairbairn 
 

Flora Fairbairn is an independent curator and art advisor. With a background in architecture, 
since 2000 she has been curating and producing exhibitions for hundreds of artists in various 
unique and mostly non-gallery locations around the globe. Flora has a reputation for 
discovering and launching the careers of artists - many of whom have gone on to become 
household names.  In 2017 she joined forces with communications expert Susie Lawson to co-
found www.branch-arts.com  
  

 
 
Tobias Keene, Aurora  
Exhibition runs until 8 August 2018 
Open daily by appointment 
Also open Fridays, 11am – 6pm 
 

 

D W Gallery 
Sheep Street 
Charlbury 
Oxon OX7 3RR 
 

 

For Press enquiries, please contact: 
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